












what is the 
Community foundation of greater 

Lakeland? 
The Community Foundation of Greater Lakeland was established in 1997 

by a group of Lakeland residents to provide an effective means for people who 
care about this community to be part of shaping its future.

Jack Grady had a vision.  
He wanted to capture the compassion and generosity of the people of Lakeland 
and he led a group (our founders) to do just that.  Since then, our donors have 

relied on the CFGL to help them support the causes they care about.

the Community foundation of greater Lakeland:

staff & true meaning

■ Is a public charity with the goal of improving 
the quality of life in our community.

■ Is a local organization with deep roots in our 
community.

■ Holds permanent endowments.  Income 
earned on the endowments is granted to non-
profi ts.  The principal of the endowment is never 
spent – only the income earned on the invest-
ment of the principal.

■ Accepts a wide variety of assets and can 
facilitate even the most complex forms of giving.

■ Assists individuals, families, businesses and 
organizations create charitable funds.  
The CFGL invests and administers these funds.

■ Pools gift dollars together maximizing return 
and impact.

■ Offers the most positive tax benefi ts available 
under federal law.

■ Provides highly personalized services tailored 
specifi cally to each individual’s charitable 
interests.

■ Is overseen by a volunteer board of directors 
made up of community leaders. The day to day 
operations are run by a professional staff with 
expertise in identifying our community’s needs.

■ Partners with local professional advisors to 
create approaches to charitable giving that make 
sense for our unique community.

■ Is a resource for nonprofi t organizations in our 
community, providing grants, information and 
leadership in a wide variety of areas.

■ Is a proven community catalyst, working to 
create positive change for our community 
and beyond.

staff
The Community Foundation of Greater Lakeland is 
proud to provide our donors, professional advisors, 
grantees and community partners with exceptional 
service.  Each professional staff member has the 
knowledge needed and the passion required to 
succeed.  Contact us… we are here for you!

John W. Fitzwater – CEO & President

Terry Simmers – CFO

Lori Martini – COO

Ileana Kniss – Vice President, 
Professional Development

Cherie Simmers – Director, Agency Relations

1501 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803

863.683.3131 - 863.683.5909 Fax
www.cfgl.org
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